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The CathedralMessenger
    In Memoriam

David C. Patton
      By Fr. Paul O’Callaghan

 On Wednesday, April 17, 
I learned of the passing 
of David Patton, a long-
time member of the St. 
George Cathedral parish 
community.  David had 
been in long-term care in 
a facility in Hillsboro, KS, and under the pastoral care 
of Fr. Isaac Farha at Holy Transfiguration parish.  With 
the impending Holy Week schedule leaving few op-
tions for conducting the service, it was decided that 
funeral services would be held at Holy Transfiguration 
Church on the same dates as the Noah Farha services 
took place at St. George Cathedral.  As Bishop Basil 
was presiding at the Farha funeral, and since I had 
known David for 30 years, I went to Hillsboro to serve 
the Patton funeral.  The following are some gleanings 
from the eulogy I offered on behalf of David, supple-
mented by the memories of his wife, Meg.

In John’s gospel, when the disciples observed Jesus 
cleansing the temple of the moneychangers, they re-
called the scripture, “Zeal for thy house has ‘eaten me 
up’” – i.e., “consumed me.”  This verse reveals the es-
sence of what motivated David.  Zeal for God’s House 
– the Church, the Faith – consumed him. 

David left a comfortable position as an Episcopal 
priest at a church about four blocks from the beach in 
San Diego to embrace the Orthodox Faith.  He sacri-
ficed his Anglican priesthood for the sake of the True 
Faith, but that does not mean his ministry ended.  Af-

ter relocating to St. George Cathedral, it became ap-
parent that David’s ministry had only just begun. 

Few have made a contribution to our community 
life on the scale that David did.  So many years have 
passed, and he did so much, that it is impossible for 
me to form a chronology of it all; I can only list and 
describe some of his activities.

For several years, David worked in the Cathedral of-
fice, occupying Gina’s present position.   David was 
a member of our Adult Education Team, and was a 
regular speaker in the various educational series we 
hosted over the years.  I have no doubt that he served 
on other ministry teams as well. 

David was our lead catechist on Orthodox Worship for 
many years, and gained many godchildren because 
of it.  He also helped catechize the Topekans as they 
were entering the Church in 1993, and sponsored 
several of them as well.  

For a long time, David was a stalwart at the chant-
ers’ stand, following the passing of William Farha, the 
retirement of Tom Castrisos, and Sam Cohlmia’s time 
in medical school.  David loved chanting, and at times 
he was actually the only one there.  He was with me 
as a chanter at many funerals and graveside services.  
We couldn’t have pulled off many services without 
him! After his stint at the chanters’ stand was over, 
David could be found singing in the Cathedral Choir.

continues pg 5
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Paschal Letter
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Bullet in Board
Memory Eternal

Eugene J. Stevens, 4/5
brother of Sandi Barrese, 
Joe Stevens & Judy Sayfie

David Ruel Sebits, 4/9 
(father of Dn. David) 

Noah Farha 4/15
(son of Timothy & SherIce) 

David Patton, 4/17

 Mabrook! Blessings !

M
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Moses Emmanuel Sipp, 4/14
son of Matthew & Sandy

Nicholas Pohlenz, 4/27

May 
There is no fasting the first week of May as 
this is Bright Week. After that for the remainder of 
the month the normal fasting traditions are 
observed: abstain from meat, poultry and 
dairy products on Wednesdays and Fridays.  

FASTING

Harper Amend
Caleb Doom
Chase Farha

Joey Maksoud
Rowen Mayo

Jonathan Merawi
Reema Moussa

Riley Ruffin
Corwin Spencer

Josie Van Stipdonk
Elissa Zakharia

Class of 2019

Join US! May 5th
to Honor Our Cathedral Graduates and for the 
presentation of the Kouri/Cohlmia Scholarships

 AntiochiAn Women GrAnts
are available to the women of our Archdiocese 
who wish to continue their education in order 
to improve their circumstances and those of 

     their families.
Please contact the Cathedral office for Grant 

Application and more information. 
http://standrewpns.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Antio-

chianWomenFlyer.pdf.pdf
 All applications must be received by June 1, 2019

The limit for the total amount of names is
24 for the living and 24 for the dead.

Offerings mean: 
     3 families  – 8 names each
     2 families  – 12 names each
     1 family  – 24 names

Please prioritize the list of names by the following:
 •   Immediate family members  
 •   Godchildren
 •   Those in special need of God’s mercy 
 •   Orthodox Christians

Thank you for your consideration. 

       When offering

       Holy Bread 

Dr. Jens Kreinath, WSU Professor of Anthropology, present-
ing on “Reimagining Aleppo” on the Syrian Civil War.  Dr. 
Kreinath recounted fondly his visit with Metropolitan Paul 
of Aleppo prior to his abduction by terrorists. 
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Kenya 2020

Kenya 2020 Applications for Project Kenya 2020 are being accepted now through August 1st and will be 
in hall on table. Please contact Matthew Ash or Sandy Sipp for any questions you may have, and plan on joining us! 
Fulfilling the Great Commission and serving our Kenyan Orthodox family is the experience of a lifetime. We need 
you, your family, and all you have to offer next year! 

David also headed the Annual Dinner tour team for 
a number of years.  His crowning achievement, how-
ever, was of course Dynamis, a series of meditations 
on daily scripture readings that he wrote and pub-
lished. Originally distributed within the parish, it grew 
to have a huge email distribution.  It continues today 
as a project of the Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry. 

Many of us will recall David as a pleasant, affable, 
person who was approachable and easy to engage in 

conversation.   When the subject revolved around the 
Lord, His Church, and the Holy Scriptures – as it usu-
ally did – his passion inevitably would surface.  

“The zeal of Thy House has eaten me up.” Truly these 
words were applicable to David, as they were origi-
nally to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  May his 
memory be eternal!

In Memoriam   David C. Patton
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Youth & Fest i v i t ie s
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we’d love to have you join us!
by Traci Spencer

Community Support 

“for I was hungry and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger 
and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; 
I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you 

came to Me”     — Matthew 25: 35-36

Completed Projects
LORD’S DINER
On Sunday, March 17th, Eight St. George volunteers served 
the homeless in our community at the Broadway location. St. 
George serves the third Sunday of every month from 5:00-7:30. 
Please let Mikell Awwad know if you can serve at 250-3016.

RAISE MY HEAD FOUNDATION
The St. George Community Support Committee gave 
$1,000 to Raise My Head Foundation to help launch and 
market their cottage industry (soaps, candles, lotions, and 
t-shirts). Raise My Head Foundation is a recovery home 
for women who are survivors of abuse, exploitation, and/ 
or trafficking. These women live together in the recovery 
home, provided a safe place to heal, and learn entrepre-
neurial skills by managing their cottage industry. 

HOPE RANCH
Hope Ranch has three levels to the care that they provide 
women who are survivors of abuse, exploitation, and/or 
trafficking: Mentoring by other women, Equestrian therapy, 
and a brand new Residential Home; opened in December 
2018. These women receive care and healing where they 
work toward reintegrating into the community while pro-
vided professional counseling, health care, education, and 
vocational training. The St George Community Support 
Committee gave $1,000 toward furniture for the third bed-
room so they can increase their care to six women. 

REAL MEN REAL HEROES
Real Men Real Heroes is an organization that provides posi-
tive African American male role models to young African 
American males in the Wichita Community. They have 
weekly sessions with the youth; which provide meaningful 
interactions and a grass roots level approach to mentor-
ing.. Buddy Shannon has done an excellent job of devel-
oping and managing this program. The St. George Com-
munity Support Committee gave $800 to Real Men Real 
Heroes toward purchasing meals for the male youth whom 
they meet with weekly; as well as helping pay for training 
for their mentoring program. 
 

Commun i ty Corner

What’s Coming Up ? 
NAMI of Wichita
Help us in blessing Foster Kids with a birthday box for their 
The National Alliance on Mental Illness chapter of Wichita 
has eight- week family sessions; which provides support 
and education for families having loved ones who suffer 
from mental illness. The Community Support Committee 
is giving $500 toward printing all the materials needed for 
these family support groups. 

THE TREEHOUSE
The St. George Community Support Committee is provid-
ing 300 roses for the third annual Mother’s Day fundraiser 
at George’s French Bistro. On Friday, May 10th at 10:00 am 
St. George volunteers will meet in the St. George kitchen 
and cut the thorns off 300 roses; as well as tie ribbons and 
Treehouse information on each rose. WE NEED YOU TO 
HELP!! Please call Traci Spencer at 371-5599 if you can 
help with this project. 

GEORGE’S FRENCH BISTRO’S 3RD ANNUAL TREE-
HOUSE FUNDRAISER
George Youssef is graciously giving a percentage of his 
sales on MOTHER’S DAY to The Treehouse. Please sup-
port this worthwhile agency and enjoy your Mother’s Day 
meal there while receiving a rose with information about 
the Treehouse ministry attached to it.  

ATISHWIN INSTITUTE
On Saturday, May 18th at 1:00 we will have a tour of The 
Atishwin Institute, a recovery home for recovering alcohol-
ics and addicts. Our own Parishioner, Bill Vinyard, is able 
to incorporate the twelve steps of AA and God because 
Atishwin Institute isn’t a government run facility. They even 
have an Orthodox Chapel; which has been blessed by Fr. 
Paul. The Recovery Home houses twelve men. Bill’s ulti-
mate dream is to have an Orthodox Recovery Home sup-
ported by St. George. The Community Support Commit-
tee is giving $2,000 toward new windows in their facility. 
Please join us for the tour on May 18th.  

LORD’S DINER
On Sunday, May 19th,. St. George volunteers will be serv-
ing the homeless in our community at the Broadway loca-
tion from 5:00-7:30 p.m. Please let Mikell Awwad know if 
you can serve at 250-3016. 

Next Meeting Tuesday, May 14th
12:00 noon in the Conference Room.
We would love to have you join us!!

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at noon. 
Please consider sharing your gifts and talents with 
our community. Please contact Traci Spencer at 

371-5599 if you would like to be involved. 
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Occas ions/Act i v i t ie s

Christ is Risen! Indeed is Risen!

Fr. Michael Shanbour being 
elevated to the rank of 
Archpriest by Metropolitan 
Joseph, March 24, 2019. Axios!
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Thank you to ALL who worked so hard to make Lazarus Saturday the best ! 

2019

Lazarus
Saturday


